
Fogarty International Center

Roger I. Glass, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Fogarty International Center

Associate Director for Global Health Research, NIH

September 24, 2019

Rakai Health Science Program: 30 Years of building 

capacity to advance research to improve health











June 16, 1987



NIH Directors Award
HTPN Award 2019
CUGH Award 2019



Fogarty’ 50th Anniversary Volume - 2018 

Fred Nalugoda
Field Director/PI



Training grants from Fogarty to JHU

• 1988-1997, B. Frank Polk /Harvey Fischman (AITRP) 

• 1998-2013,  Chris Beyrer, (AITRP), Supplement: Training in HIV 
Associated Malignancies in Rakai 

• 2013-2019,  Ron Gray, (AITRP), Male Circumcision and Use of 
Foreskin Tissues for HIV Prevention in Uganda

• 2000-2013,  Ron Gray, (ITRPH) 

• 2018-2023, Larry Chang (HIVRT)



• Individuals supported by Fogarty training: ~141

• Individuals attending ≥2 Fogarty supported training: 36

• Fogarty Supported Degrees:

• Bachelors – 21

• Masters – 69

• PhD – 13

• DrPH – 1

• Post Doc – 8

• Non-degree training or courses – 70

A review of our records 

Fogarty Supported Trainee Information



Fogarty is proud to have at some time trained 
or supported the leadership team at Rakai  

Prof. David Serwadda Prof. Nelson Sewakambo

Dr. Ronald Gray

Dr. Maria Wawer

Dr. Fred NalugodaDr. Tom Lutalo

Dr. Godfrey Kigozi

Dr. Joseph Kagaayi



Notable FIC Supported staff outside RHSP

• Dr. Iga Boaz, Lab Scientist, UVRI

• Lillian Aaca Okui, Medical Officer, Kumi Hospital

• Dr. Dan Naumguzi, Department of Surgery University of KwaZulu-Natal

• Dr. Barbra Nanteza, Uganda Ministry of Health

• Lucy Amaniyo, Medical Doctor, IREX

• Moses Sakor, District Health Officer, Uganda Ministry of Health

• Dr. Stephen Watya, Executive Director, Uro Uganda

• Dr. Hannah Kibuka,  HIV Vaccine Researcher 

And many others ! 



Short Term & Non-Degree Training Attended by 
Fogarty Trainees

• Fogarty Summer Program: Intensive HIV/AIDS Research Overview, Johns Hopkins 
University

• International Public Health Summer Institute, University of Alabama at Birmingham

• Training in Laboratory Methods for HPV Detection

• Community Health, AMREF Health Africa

• Summer Institute in Epidemiology and Biostatistics Training, Johns Hopkins University

• Pathology Training in HPV detection at RHSP Pathology Laboratory by Johns Hopkins 
Pathologist 

• Liver Biopsy Training at Mulago Hospital in Kampala, Uganda

• Immunohistochemistry of Liver Biopsy, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP)

• Fogarty African Bioethics Training Program, Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of 
Bioethics



Current NIH grants with RHSP sites

Actv Institution Project Title IC Site (Collaborator) List

R01
JOHNS HOPKINS 
UNIVERSITY

Hard-to-Reach Populations: Implications for 
Ending the AIDS Epidemic NIAID

RAKAI HEALTH SCIENCES PROGRAM 
(KAGAAYI, JOSEPH)

R01
JOHNS HOPKINS 
UNIVERSITY

Improving the measurement of adolescent and 
adult mortality in low-income countries NICHD

RAKAI HEALTH SCIENCES PRGRAM 
(LUTALO, TOM)

R01

COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY HEALTH 
SCIENCES

Structural and Social Transitions Among 
Adolescents in Rakai (SSTAR) NICHD

RAKAI HEALTH SCIENCES PROGRAM 
(NALUGODA, FRED); UGANDA VIRUS 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE (NALUGODA, FRED)

R01
JOHNS HOPKINS 
UNIVERSITY

CHWs, mHealth, and Combination HIV Prevention 
in a Hotspot: A Randomized Trial NIMH

RAKAI HEALTH SCIENCE PROGRAM 
(NAKIGOZI, GERTRUDE)

R01
WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY

Suubi4Her: A Combination Intervention 
Addressing HIV Risk Behaviors Among Older 
Adolescent Girls Transitioning into Adulthood in 
Uganda NIMH

RAKAI HEALTH SCIENCES PROGRAM (RHSP) 
(NAKIGOZI, GERTRUDE); REACH THE 
YOUTH UGANDA (RTY) (MWEBEMBEZI, 
ABEL)

R01
WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY

Kyaterekera Project: A Combination Intervention 
Addressing Sexual Risk-Taking Behaviors Among 
Vulnerable Women in Uganda NIMH

RAKAI HEALTH SCIENCES PROGRAM 
(KAGAAYI, JOSEPH); REACH THE YOUTH 
UGANDA (RTY) (MWEBEMBEZI, ABEL)



David Serwadda

Nelson Sewankambo

Fred Wabwire-Mangen

Stephen Watya

Tom Lutalo

Godfrey Kigozi

Fred Nalugoda

Noah Kiwanuka

Fred Makumbi

Joseph Kagaayi

Mohammed Kiddugavu

Pius Opendi

Rebecca Kakembo



A Brief Bibliometric Analysis of the 
contributions from Rakai

• Web of Science 

• Publications specifically mentioning Rakai 

• 1984-2018

• Total publications: 573

• Analysis by author, institution, country

• H indices 

• Co-authorships 

We did not examine first or last positions of authorships 

NIH Library 



Bibliometric Data



Country co-authorship network



Article Topic MapArticles per topic



Publications per 
institution

Institution co-authorship  map



Individual co-author network

Publications 
per author



Basic bibliometric indicators 



12 most highly cited articles from Rakai



Lancet 2007; 369: 657–66

N Engl J Med 2000; 342:921-929



Some Thoughts to Consider: Missed Opportunities

• After 3 decades, we have yet to give a grant directly to Ugandans at  RHSP !  

• RHSP must have troves of data and specimens that may still have value.  How 

could these be better mined for training and discovery ?

• Could RHSP train more young researchers from Uganda, neighboring countries in 

population health ? 

• Is the RHSP- JHU a partnership of equals?  Has relationship matured as leadership 

has grown in Uganda?   

• Research & training could be enhanced with more attention to data science, social 

sciences, laboratory studies, HIV co-morbidities, MNCH, Universal Health Care 

…..all needed to improve health of the people of Rakai and the wider region. 



What goals could RHSP achieve in a decade ?

• For HIV: Control the epidemic:  Reduce incidence, mortality, stigma 
and discrimination; Expand access to treatment, and Eliminate
PMTCT

• Branch out to work on NCDs, data systems, MNCH, data science, 
Universal Health Care  

• Train the next generation for research leading to improved health

• Broaden your academic and funding partnerships 

• Expand S-S training & collaboration 



…..and some recommendations from Fogarty
APPLY! APPLY ! APPLY ! 

• Strengthen the Grants Management Office in RHSP or an affiliate with 
Makerere to take greater advantage of opportunities 

• Apply to Fogarty for:
• Fellows and Scholars positions for U.S. & Ugandan fellowships
• D43 Training grants in other areas – NCDs, GIDs, Implementation science
• R21 grants on mHealth, Brain, Stigma, ………..
• K43 awards for foreign scientists 

• Apply for postdoctoral training on the NIH Campus (African Postdoctoral 
Training Initiative - APTI)

• Apply for programs from other countries and donors 

• Be the COE for regional S-S training (e.g. DRC) 



Connect with Fogarty/NIH

• Subscribe: bit.ly/SubscribeFogarty

 Global health funding news –

weekly

 Global Health Matters newsletter –

every 2 months

• Follow us on Twitter: 

@Fogarty_NIH

• Like our Facebook page: 

@fogarty.nih



Open-access, interactive mapping database highlighting 

biomedical research investments & partnerships from some of 

the world’s largest funders

worldreport.nih.gov

 Data from 11 agencies, ~295,000 records

 Global view of directly-funded grants & indirectly-funded research 

collaborations







We thank you RHSP ! 

Discoveries made in Rakai have improved the 
lives of people living with HIV/AIDS in Uganda 

and around the world. 

Fogarty is proud to have played a role 
in helping develop your amazing workforce 

and contributing to your success! 
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We have come a long 

way together…

We still have much to do!

Congratulations on your 
30th Anniversary


